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civilized goods is the only one with any hope or promise.
But we must not blame Japan for thinking rather harder
than suits the western book.

THE UNITED STATES OF   1933

What of the United States? and echo answers what?
Some comparatively hard things have been said in Britain
of American citizens. They are nothing to what the United
States have habitually allowed themselves to say of the
nation from whom they have inherited and learnt most
that is good and stable in their make up. The States have
been going through the most tragic three years, far more
pitiful than we in Merry England have any idea of. Tens
of thousands of that very middle and lower middle class
that make the worthy background of English-speaking
countries, have been down into the very depths of misery
and despair; down to depths that are lower than ever
because of the black coats, the cars, the flats, and the
'room for everyone* prosperity that has preceded it

The Cassandras who foretold what might come and
what was the end of over inflation, were never listened to,
and therefore the States have shipped an astounding sea.
Because of all the harmless kindly folk involved, our hearts
should have been very heavy for them. We are now
watching the new Pilot smash the compass, throw the
ballast overboard, say good-bye to his leadsmen, and
even the expert hands at the wheel, and trying to bring the
good ship out of a new storm in a new way- We pray
for their sakes as well as the world's that he may succeed.

It is bad enough for the world to have a derelict Russia;
the United States paralysed for many years will be the
world's super-tragedy. Writing in Britain as the Old Year
fades out, there is no certainty whether the President
will "Get away with it5, or even if he does whether it wfll
not be followed by the relapse that follows